2003 Fall Bedding Plant Trial Report

Prepared by Eileen Cravello and Todd Cavins
Floriculture Report F.12.04

Proven Winners rooted cuttings were transplanted into 1801 bedding
plant flats using BM7 commercial substrate. Benary seeds were sown July
29 and transplanted as needed to 1801 bedding plant flats using the same
substrate. All plants received a preventative fungicide drench (Banrot, 8
0z./100 gal.) on August 27. Plants were grown in a polycarbonate-covered
greenhouse with 65/75 °F night/day set temperatures and fertigated as
needed with 150 ppm N from 21-5-20 fertilizer. Proven Winners plant
materials and Benary pansies were planted into the field on September 16
at the Oklahoma State University Botanical Gardens in Stillwater, OK and
irrigated as needed. Silene, delphinium, and dianthus were transplanted
into the field on September 26.

The average high/low temperatures during the trial were 79/57,
75/48, 59/39, 53/31 °F during September, October, November, and
December, respectively. The first freeze (temperature < 32°F) occurred on
November 6 with a low temperature of 27 °F. The coldest temperature
recorded during the trials (September 16 to December 7) was 19 °F. The
following tables list each cultivar tested with comments and ratings (1 to 5
with 5 being highest) as well as plant size.
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